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Thursday, February 14, 1990
Presentation on appropriate prelude and
postlude music for worship services
by Dr. J. J. Keeler
Provo 9th-19th Ward Chapel
667 N. 600 E., Provo
7:30 p.m.

THE DEAN'S DOLLOP

A prelude is almost universally taken to
be that which goes before, the preliminary
play, the warm-up, but that which is not
part of the main event. This belief is
-demonstrated weekly: church does not start
until the presiding officer stands up. Yet
The Oxford English Dictionary defines prelude
2s that which introduces. The meetinghouse
3 a mere room, then the music starts that
invites the Spirit that introduces us into
the presence of the Lord. The prelude
introduces the fugue, but neither is
complete without the other. The worship
service without a prelude attempts to bring
us into the presence of the Lord without an
introduction.

The prelude makes this introduction. I
expect the organist to have prayerfully
prepared that with which the Spirit can
resonate. I cannot believe that a prelude
is a mere preparation for later events; it
is an integral part of worship. We often
hear that the prelude is supposed to "set a
reverent tone" for the meeting. Normally
this means that the music is expected to be
pianissimo, nameless, faceless, character-
less, and mindless--a pablum of sound. This
can only be manipulation. I need music that
will challenge me to change; confront me
when I am plateaued. I come expecting to be
confronted by God. This is not the time for
the lowest common denominator. Moroni

njoins us to not neglect the spiritual gifts.
“For me this includes the sacred gift of music.
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A prelude is not a time for passive intro-
spection--a sentimental orgy with "self."
Here the Other comes to confront me. How
does God see our relationship? How does
Family see our relationship? My fellowmen
also confront me. Prelude needs to be
active, not passive. It needs to rise above
the romantic and the sentimental and be
spiritualizing.

CORRIGENDUM

In the last newsletter, the dean indicated
that the St. John Vianney organ would be
playing at. the open house. This was a mis-
understanding on his part and in no way
reflects on the M.L. Bigelow Co.

UPCOMING CALENDAR

February 14 - Thursday
Chapter Meeting

February 17 - Sunday
Opera Favorites - Solos, Duos, Trios,
etc., 8:00 p.m., Provo Central Stake

March 3 - Sunday
Carol Dean, Organ Recital, 8:00 p.m.,
Provo Central Stake

March 24 - Sunday
Bach Easter Cantata No. 4, "Christ lag
in Todesbanden," 8:00 p.m., Provo
Central Stake

BIRTHDAY WISHES GO TO:
January 1 - Paul Maughan
12 - Mark Clark
13 - Val Weight
25 - Janet Griffin
February 8 - Richard Elliott
3 - Lee Clark
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We ived the following information from
the National Headquarters concerning
due 1 subscription rates for next year:

"The Executive Committee of the American
Guild of Organists, acting on the recommen-
dations of a special Budget Review Task
Forc and with the authority of the National
Council, has established membership dues and
subscription rates for the fiscal year July 1,
1991 - June 30, 1992. The rates involve the
first major increase in dues in more than a
decade, necessitated by rapidly rising costs
and the significant deficit incurred on
fiscal year 1989-90 operations.

"'After the committee and the council had
cut all possible expenditures from the
current operating budget and in projections
for the future, the financial reality
remained clear. To keep the Guild operating
at anywhere near the level which has become
expected, revenue needed to be increased in
all categories, including dues,' according
to Daniel N. Colburn, AGO Executive Director.
'A comparison of national dues and services
showed that the Guild has been providing far
more for lower rates than other similar
organizations. AGO dues have been unrealist-
istically low for several years,' Colburn
added.

"The new membership dues rates will take
effect with the beginning of the next
renewal period, May 1, 1991. Chapter deans
and treasurers will be sent detailed
information. Subscribing member rates took
effect on February 1, 1991, and fees for all
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other services provided by the national organ- -

ization--including advertising, publications
and certification examinations--have also
been raised or will be during the coming
months., "

The rates for the various categories are
detailed below:

Membership National Chapter Total
Category Portion Portion Dues
Voting Membership:
Regular-—--—————=— $34 $24 $58
Senior/Disabled
(65 and older, or
disabled)------==—- $22 $18 $40
Student (with
school ID)-====m=mm $15 $05 $20
Partner (2nd member
at an address, no

TAO) $17 $24 $41

chapter)--——====—- $00 $20 $20
Subscribing Membership:

National (No chapter affiliation)
U.S. addresses p3

Chapter (no TAQO)---—--====== $15 815

Please submit information for the newsletter
to DeeAnn Stone, 1510 W. 500 N., Provo, UT
84601 (or phone 377-4728).



