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To meet the LDS Church's requirements to get a
pipe organ, a stake must have an active music
training programme, have a functioning choir 1in
each ward in the stake, which will be discussed
on page 2. There must also be at least three
organists in the stake who have passed the AGO
Service playing examination or who have passed
level three of the Brigham Young University
Organ Certification Examination. To help
organists know what this means in real terms,
the following information is provided.

AGO Service Playing Requirements

The Service Playing Test shall be recorded on
cassette tape at a site with suitable pipe organ
and recording equipment, them sent to National
Headquarters for evaluation by two national
examiners. A proctor shall be appointed, and
will be the only person in the room with the
candidate when the test is given.

S1. (20 points) The candidate will prepare one
work from each of Groups A, B, and C. :

Group A: Any chorale prelude from Bach's
Orgelbiichlein, or any fugue by Bach, including
the fugues from the so-called 'Eight Little
Preludes and Fugues, 'sometimes attributed to
Bach.

Group B: A single movement from any work by
Mendelssohn, other than the hymn-like opening
sections of Sonatas 5 and 6; one of the Ten
Trios, Op. 49, by Rheinberger (any edition); or
any movement with indicated pedal from Vierne's
Vingt-quatre Piéces en style libre (Durand).

Group C: Any one of Schroeder's Sechs Orgel-
chordle (Schott); any movement from Langlais's
Organ Book (Elkan-Vogel); or any one of Read's
Eight Preludes on 0ld Southern Hymns, Op. 90
(Gray) .

S2. (20 points) The candidate will select two
hymns from the Examination Hymn Booklet, which
may be requested from National Headquarters. He
or she will transpose each of these hymns into
two keys, not more than a major second in either
direction. The keys will be chosen (and
announced on the recording) by the proctor. The
transposed versions are not to be written out in
advance, and the hymns are not to be played in
the original key first.

$3. (20 points) The candidate will select a
hymn from the Examination Hymn Booklet, one
other than the two hymns chosen for question S2
above. He or she will play tow stanzas of this
hymn as if accompanying a large, enthusiastic
congregation. Some contrast in the presentation
of the two stanzas is expected, as is
sensitivity to the text.

S4. (20 points) The candidate will select tow
from the following anthems, and will play the
accompaniment as though accompanying a competent
choir. - = —_—————

Goss--0 Saviour of the world (any edition).

Howells--My eyes for beauty pine (OUP 42.008).

Peter--It is a precious thing (H.W. Gray

M.C.M. 2).
Sowerby--I will lift up mine eyes (Boston
Music Co. 1385).

S5. (20 points) The candidate will sight-read
a short passage of music. Taken into account
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will be demonstrated ability to mainta.n the
indicated tempo, with accuracy of notes and
rhythm. (The sight-reading gquestion and informa-
tion regarding examination procedure will be
sent from Headquarters to the chapter dean prior
to the test date). From The American Organist
July 1990, p.48.

The BYU Organ Certification

The BYU Organ Certification competencies for
Level 3 require

A. Manual Technigue: in addition to being
fluent in basic skills, the organist should
learn to perform varieties of legato, non-
legato, and staccato, as well as articulations
and phrasings. Choose two of the following
pieces:

Bach, J.S. 'Gottes Sohn is Kommen' (in Davis,

pp.82-3; Gleason, pp.112-13).

Pachelbel, Johann. 'Christus, der ist mein
Leben' (no. 19 in 80 Chorale Preludes, ed.
Herman Keller, publ. by C.F. Peters).

Walther, Johann G. 'Herr Christ, der einig
Gottes Sohn' (Keller no.37).

Zachau, Friedrich Wilhelm. 'Vom Himmel hoch'
(Reller no. 68).

B. Pedal Technique: in addition to being
fluent in basic skills, the organist should
learn to perform varieties of legato, non-
legato, and staccato, as well as articulations
and phrasings. (numerous examples are given in
the BYU Organ Certification booklet.

Organ repertoire is drawn from the works of
Buxtehude, Eight Little Preludes and Fugues,
Brahms, Karg-Elert, Mendelssohn, Cundick., Dup
and Peeters for which specific pieces are listed
in Organ Certification.

ré,

For the hymn playing compete: you will be
expected to play the following nymns from the
LDS Hymnal 1985: 172, 187, 218, 188, 247, 182,
49, 30, 24. 57, 135. These shall be played with
three upper voices on the manuals and the bass
voice on the pedals. In addition, one of the
above hymns should be played with all four
voices on the manual (no pedal).

For Theory competency, the candidate should
know the following: .

a) triads, including the tertian system, basic
triads, major, minor, augmented, and diminished
triads.

b) basic terms and definitions of tonal music.
c¢) names of the degrees of the scale, chords
and qualities of chords on degrees of the scale,

primary and secondary triads.

For Registration competency, the candidate
should know the following:

a) how to set up a registration for two con-
trasting hymns.

b) how to set up a registration for a trio

For Accompaniment Skills competency, the
candidate should practice reading four-part easy
vocal scores (choral octavos in open score--
where each part is written on its own staff).
The voices snhoulid move 1in a nymn sctyie.

For Sight Reading competency the candidate is
asked to sight-read from a list of hymns given
in Organ Certification.

For the Transposition competency, the
candidate is asked to transpose simple melodies
up and down a major and a minor second.
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