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I have been reading a treatise that delineates
LDS music as the struggle between popular and
aesthetic music. It seems overly tidy. The
dilemma is that it follows Lord Sandwich's
aphorism: 'Orthodoxy is my doxy; heterodoxy
is the other man's doxy', which can be
translated to Good music is my music; Bad music
is my congregation's music. As I struggle
with all of this I begin to wonder if sacred
music can be explained by any kind of a
dichotomy.

Ezekiel opens a vision of the protection
covenant being withdrawn from Israel, the
Spirit of the Lord withdrawing from the
temple, and the Holy Ghost being withdrawn
from Israel: 'Prophesy destruction upon this
people.' Being bereft of all the spiritual
gifts, the priestly class was forced back on

tellect and logic that culminated in the
successful confrontation of the Messiah with
the pharisaical.

If, then, the intellectual popular/aesthetic
dichotomy will not work for evaluation of
sacred music, can we use a moral frame for
evaluation? Morality is the study of the
long-range consequences of choice. The
impetus of the moral/sacred is to move us
back to God. The scriptures maintain this
impetus by using active verbs; i.e., hearken

= obey; cry = move men to repentance; or
receive = bear up under, etc. The problem
with a moral evaluation is that we can make
no rules; we are solely dependent upon the
Holy Ghost. Under his direction we choose
and present music that moves us to repent,
leads us to Christ, and builds testimonies.
Much that is very aesthetic does not move us
to repentance, which is likely why we like

it. Some congregations I have worked with
enjoy the spectator-type music: Lord-you-do-
the-work-and-let-me-have-the-warm-fuzzy!
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Which is the . ore morally moving 'Guide Us O
Thou Great Jehovah' in the Hughes or the
Harrison setting? 'Tis Sweet to Sing the
Matchless Love' in the Beesley or the Asper
setting? Here are two translations of verse

3 of 'O Come All Ye Faithful":

Come as the shepherds,

Faithful and believing;

They leave their newborn flocks to
worship the Lamb.

We as they shepherds,

Would protect and feed thy flocks:
O come, let us adore him . . .
Jesus the Lamb!

See how the shepherds,

Summoned to his cradle,

Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to
gaze;

We too will thither

Bend our joyful footsteps.

Moral evaluation is not a sorting process.

It is the search for the superlative. 1 want
to be part, not of back-sliding Israel, but
of Israel preparing for Zion. To seek the
moral is to seek the very best.

--Thomas K. Hinckley

SPOTLIGHT

DeeAnn Brinkerhoff, organ and pedogogy
graduate student studying with Parley Belnap,
will present our January meeting. Her
presentation is entitled, "The Elizabethian
Virginalists and Their Figural Technique."

The meeting will be held on Thursday, January
20th (this is a date change), at 7:30 p.m. in
the chapel on 400 N. 700 W. in Provo.

DeeAnn was born in New Harmony, Utah (30
miles south of Cedar City). She has three
brothers and two sisters, and all the first
names of everyone in her family start with

"D". Her father is an elementary school

teacher and her mother is a homemaker.
DEAN SUB-DEAN SEC./NEWSLETTER TREASURER/REG. EDUCATION
Carol Dean LuJean Moss DeeAnn Stone Joan Barnett Thomas Hinckley
375-4873 374-2595 377-4728 375-7880 373-1477






