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Basic manual techniques                                                                                                                                                                                                           

In addition to learning how to play the pedals, many new skills must be mastered on the manuals.                                                                                                                                                    

*Attack and Release                                                                                                                                                     

Clean attacks and releases are of utmost importance in organ playing because unlike a piano                           

where there is an immediate decay of sound after the attack of a note, the organ sustains the 

same sound intensity from attack to the release.      

*Legato                                                                                                                                                                                            

On the organ, “touch” refers not to how hard the keys are struck, but rather to the type of 

connection between consecutive notes. A legato touch involves releasing a note at the same 

time that the following note is depressed. This is considered by most to be the standard touch 

for Hymn playing. Most repeated notes are non-legato, you lift between each note.                                                                                                                                                         

Six legato organ fingering techniques                                                                                                                                                                  

1. Direct fingering                                                                                                                                                                         

2. Redistribution of inner parts                                                                                                                                              

3. Finger crossing                                                                                                                                                                          

4. Finger glissando                                                                                                                                                                                                    

5. Finger substitution                                                                                                                                        

6. Thumb glissando            

*Repeated notes, between phases and phase endings                                                                                                                 

The rest value between repeated notes, between phrases and phrase endings can vary in length 

which promotes both clarity and support in hymn accompaniment .  

1. Repeated notes                                                                                                                                                                            

2. Between phrases                                                                                                                                                                   

3. Phrase endings                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

*Independence of line                                                                                                                                                  

The integrity of each line must be preserved. This means that the releases and legato in one line 

must not be influenced by the activity of another line.                                                                                                

For the legato hand think HEAVY and LIGHT in the detached hand.                                                                                            

1. Between the two hands                                                                                                                                                                            

2. Among fingers of each hand 

 

 
















