Mike Carson

O Phrasing (& Pulse): “Music’s Exquisite Life Blood”
Hymns must be singable; the poetry is what it's all about!

The organist should practice good phrasing, intelligently allowing sufficient time for physical breaths
where called for, but carrying over lines which make no sense to interrupt. Careful attention to
punctuation and meaning will make proper phrasing natural.

Breathe at the ends of text phrases. Release the chord one beat or one-half beat short of the written
notation, filling the time with a rest. This encourages the singers to breathe at phrase endings.

e Complete Lift: Rhythmically release fingers and feet at 1) end of introduction, 2) between
verses, 3) between complete phrases (periods, exclamation points, and question marks).

o Partial Lift: Release soprano and alto voices, while sustaining bass and tenor voices at
unfinished phrases with “appropriate” commas and semicolons, as text dictates.

e Carry Over: Sustain voice lines between phrases where texts dictate, if reasonable.

{Demo: #175 O God, the Eternal Father)

Mentally count the beats at phrase endings (Demo: #201 Joy to the World).
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